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SWLRT contractor error causes homes on Kenilworth 
Corridor to start shaking 

Residents apprehensive: what next? 
By Michael Wilson 

"It felt like an earthquake" is how Cedar Lake Shores 
townhome resident Matthew Dahlquist described the 
heavy vibration shockwaves on Friday, November 15, as 
he and other residents on both sides of  the Kenilworth 
Corridor at Park Siding Park grabbed at things falling off  
shelves, tried to rescue a mirror which smashed to the 
floor, watched kitchen cabinets pull away from the wall, 
and as one resident put it, "ran outdoors in a panic." 

It turned out not to be an earthquake, of  course, but 
something even more unsettling and potentially damag-
ing: contractor error, another in a series of  errors made 
by companies working on the Southwest LRT line 
through the Kenilworth Corridor.  

Pile driving for the LRT tunnel through the 59-foot-
wide "pinch point" between the Cedar Lake Shores 
townhomes and the Calhoun Isles condominium towers 
has been a fiercely contested issue. The vibratory 
hammer technique used on the Foundry (aka Trammel 
Crow) apartment building in 2016 caused damage to 
numerous Calhoun Isles condos 180 feet away. With 
LRT tunnel pile driving occurring as close as 24 inches 
from the condo towers' foundations, the vibratory 
hammer technique was clearly unacceptable. 

SWLRT construction documents thus specified 
press-in pilers for use in tunnel construction. "These 
advanced pieces of  machinery generate less noise and 
vibration than traditional piling methods," the Met 
Council writes on its SWLRT website. Indeed, they've 
posted a short video showing a press-in piler happily at 
work near 21st Street. A glass of  water in the fore-
ground with nary a ripple on its surface demonstrates 
that townhome and condo tower residents will hardly 
even know that pile driving is taking place. 

Vibratory hammer machines are explicitly barred – 
prohibited – from tunnel construction work, according 
to Sophia Ginis, Met Council's manager of  public 
involvement for transit system development. 

The problem is, the construction crews and their 
supervisors didn't get the message. Or maybe they did, 
but decided the prohibition was merely "guidance" and 
they could use whatever method they wanted. 

The press-in piling method is not quite as easy as 
slicing through butter, despite what the Met Council 
video suggests. The sheets will always encounter subsur-
face "debris," as Ginis calls it. Often the debris can be 
pushed aside with continued pressure from the press-in 
machine. When that doesn't work, a giant auger stands 
ready to bore down and dislodge the impediment. But 
that wasn't good enough for the construction crew on 
November 15. 

Residents apprehensive: what next? 
Project officials no doubt have had stern words for 

the contractor, and the vibratory hammer machines will 
probably not reappear, or so residents would like to 
believe. But Cedar-Isles-Dean and Kenwood residents 
are left shaking their heads and wondering apprehen-
sively: what'll it be next time? The flagging contractor 
that had to be fired because its employees didn't adequ-
ately warn construction workers to get themselves and 
their equipment out of  the way of  approaching freight 
trains. The crews that ruptured recently-installed water 
mains on Burnham Road. What next? 

Vibration sensors have been installed on buildings 
fronting the tunnel construction zone and on the upper 
floors of  the condo towers. Project officials have told 
residents at public meetings that if  the sensors detect 
any vibration above a certain minimal threshold, con-
struction activity will be shut down immediately. But 
that didn't happen on November 15. The earthquake-
like vibrations continued for up to a half  an hour. 
Townhome resident Gary Zywotko, recuperating from 
recent heart surgery, went out on his deck and shouted 
and waved at the workers to stop. They waved back.  

Dahlquist called the construction hotline 
(612.373.3933) immediately but received what he con-
sidered a dismissive response. We'll look into it and get 
back to you, he was told – not good enough, he said, 
given that houses were at risk of  being shaken apart.  

All in all, November 15 was not a banner day in the 
once-beautiful Kenilworth Corridor. Once again, res-
idents witnessed the misalignment of  promises and real-
ity – or as one resident put it more simply, "We can't 
trust a single thing they tell us." 

And tunnel construction has barely even begun. 
 

CIDNA board member James Reid, who lives 
right next to the tunnel construction zone off  Park 
Siding Park, points to the press-in piler that is sup-
posed to be used in the Kenilworth Corridor. The 
vibratory hammer pile driver is prohibited from 
tunnel construction work – except the Met 
Council's contractor went ahead and used it any-
way on November 15, rattling surrounding houses 

and shaking residents' confidence once again that 
Project Office promises and plans can be believed.

Gary Zywotko's townhouse on Lane 1 (closest to 
Cedar Lake) sits a few feet from the tunnel con-
struction zone. Did the vibration detector work as 
intended on November 15 when his house started 
shaking? Perhaps – but not as quickly as residents 
have been promised.

Thee machines moved into place next to Park 
Siding Park during the week of  November 11 to 
begin Phase 1 sheet  pile  installation).  Actual  work  
began  November  15  but  quickly  went  terribly 
wrong  due  to  contractor error. Shown are the 
press-in piler (blue), the auger boring machine (yel-
low), and the derrick (red). 

Pumpkin carving by Greg Froehle.
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HAPPENINGS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
     Art Mart, featuring 15 artists, is Saturday, Nov. 
23, 2:00-5:00 p.m. at Jones-Harrison. 
     Later with Lisa will be Monday, Dec. 9, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. at City Club Apartments, 95 S 10th St.  
     Taste of  Anwatin Dec. 12, 5:30 - 8:30, Anwatin 
School 
 
 
Neighborhood monthly meetings 

CIDNA: 2nd Wednesday 6pm Jones-Harrison 
EIRA: 2nd Tuesday 7pm Grace Community 

     Church 
KIAA: 1st Monday 7pm Kenwood Rec Center 

     LHNA: 1st Tuesday, 7pm Kenwood Rec Center 

No Lunch with Lisa until January, 2020.

2919 JAMES AVENUE SOUTH • UPTOWN • 612.353.4920 • PKARCH.COM

Friends.
Architects.
Neighbors.

Second Church of Christ, Scientist
612-377-5668 1822 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55403
https://2ccsmpls.weebly.com 2ndchurchmpls@gmail.com

Know Well 
the Joy of 
Gratitude

Join Us
on Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019
10:00 am

Have you stopped to consider for whom 
and for what you are thankful in contrast 
to what you still pursue, what you need, 
and what you most desire? 

Our welcoming community invites you to 
attend our Thanksgiving Day services at 
10:00 am to pause and re昀ect on the joy 
that gratitude may bring.

Free childcare during service!

The Taste of  Anwatin: A Celebration of  Food, 
Art, Music, & Community Service 

The event will be held Thursday December 12 from 
5:30 - 8:30PM at the Anwatin Middle School (256 
Upton Ave S, Minneapolis). 

This annual event is organized to bring the commu-
nity together for a celebration food, art, music, and ser-
vice. There is something for everyone so please bring 
your family, friends, and neighbors. 

Delicious food and meals from around the world 
available for purchase 

The Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association 
(BMNA) Arts and Craft Sale: 

Shop for unique gifts made by local artists and ven-
dors. Interested vendors please contact Mary Duffy at 
612-926-5547 

Empty Bowls Project: Held in the Anwatin 
Gymnasium from 5:30 – 8:30 in conjunction with the 
BMNA Arts and Crafts Sale. Featuring clay bowls hand 
crafted by Anwatin Middle School students on sale for 
$5 or $10. All proceeds to benefit local food shelf. 

Anwatin Middle School Band Concert: 7:00 PM 

Friends of  Walker Library co-president (and retired Walker head librarian) Maryann Weidt, treasurer Brian 
Haskell, and co-president Cynthia Haskell want all Hill & Lake Press readers to help fill the Friends' Book Cart. 

All proceeds go to support Walker Library purchases and programming.                       Photo: Dorothy Childers.

Friends of  Walker Library 
want your gently-used books 

By Michael Wilson 
Thinking of  winnowing out your bookshelves? Need 

some motivation? The Friends of  Walker Library can help 
you free up some space while doing a good deed for our 
neighborhood library. 

When the Walker Library moved into its new building 
in 2014, the gargantuan Annual Book Sales that the 
Friends had been staging in the old underground building 
were no longer possible, according to Friends co-pres-
ident and retired Walker head librarian Maryann Weidt. 
Although it was a great community-building event, Weidt 
says, it was also a huge amount of  work which no one 
much misses. 

Wanting to replace this valuable source of  revenue to 
continue their support of  the Walker, the Friends worked 
with the Walker's ever-creative reference librarian Sandra 
Roback to acquire and decorate a library cart and create a 

permanent, year-round opportunity for patrons to 
donate and buy gently-used books. Funds raised annually 
from the Book Cart are about the same as the proceeds 
from the once-a-year Book Sale, according to Friends 
treasurer Brian Haskell. 

Talk about a win-win-win-win situation!  
• Many of  us have bookshelves overflowing with 

wonderful volumes that we haven't look at in years, while 
others have already started the inevitable downsizing that 
eventually awaits us all.  

• Our books get a chance at a second life. 
• Library visitors can do a quick, convenient 

browse for titles that catch their eye. 
• All proceeds are donated by the Friends to pur-

chase materials and support programming for the Walker 
Library based on the requests of  the Walker librarians. 

A request from the Friends: please, no magazines, 
encyclopedias, or textbooks! Friends co-president Cynthia 
Haskell says that the categories always most in demand 
are travel books, cookbooks, children's books, and 
recently-published novels.  

November 2019_Copy of November 2005.qxd  11/20/2019  8:59 AM  Page 2



NOVEMBER 22, 2019 HILL AND LAKE PRESS 3

$60,000 is still needed,
please help us close the gap!

thomaslowrypark.org
Kasmira Allen

Stevens Anderly
Beverly Anderson
Susan E. Anderson

Sally Anson
Daniel Bartel and

Christine Rowe-Bartel
Bill and Claudia Bearman

Jamie Becker and
Wayne Beauchemin

Mosi and Vicki Bennett
Karin Birkeland and Lee Mitau

Ruth Bly
Tony and Kathleen Bottini
Jennifer Wirick Breitinger

Alan Brew
Jeffery Brown and Katherine Sills

The Bruncati Family
Shirley Cardozo and Patrick Pautz†

Anne Clark
Jean Clark

Barbara Clark and Peter Border
Geoffrey Colber

Colonial Properties of MN, LLP
Mary Sue Comfort

John and Theresa Crane
Jason and Anne Cross

Tracey Crue
Toni D’Eramo

Michael and Yasmin Daly
Fran Davis and Barb Davis

Jean Deatrick and Eldon Feist
Turo Dexter

Pamela Diamond and
Michael Brenner

Doug and Kate Donaldson
Jock and Sara Donaldson

Kevin and Beth Dooley
Krishna and Carolyn Dorney

Andrew Duff
Samantha Ellingson 

Karen and Eugene Engebretson
Joan Ericksen

Harvey and Sheri Ettinger
Nancy Eustis
Sarah Evert 

Jack and Cathy Farrell
Susan Fink

First Unitarian Society
Kim Ford

Robert Frey
Friends of Thomas Lowry Park†

Hilde Gasiorowicz
Steve and Kathy Gaskins

Cathy Powell and John Getsinger
Barry Gisser

Gail Goulett-Meyer and Neil Meyer
Anita and Fletcher Green

Bill Gullickson
Sandra and Neal Gunderson

Marcia Haffmans 
Wendy Hall

Robert Hand
Martha Hardesty and

Nasser Pooladian
Leah and Jason Harp

Christine Hartman
David Hartwell and
Elizabeth DeBaut

Nevin and Marialice Harwood 
Crystal Hatcher

William Hauschen
Elizabeth Hawn

Amanda Hawn and Nathan Larsen
Head Family Foundation

Zoe Hernandez
Donna-Marie and Philip Hill

Bob Hinck
Thomas Hoch

William and Ellen Hoeg
Rochelle Hoffman

Mindy Isaacs
Lisa Johnston

Patricia Kasimor
Dave and Kathy Kasper†

Robert Kaufman
Lynda Kauls

Kenwood Neighborhood
Organization

John and Christine Kitchener
Edward Kodet

Emil and Mary Ann Kolb
Stephen and Christine Kosowski

Kathryn and Dean Koutsky
Roger M. Krause

Emil Kresl
Martha Krikava and

Michael Charles
Andrea Lahouze

Barry and Mary Lazarus
Bill and Carol Lennington
Michael and Carla Levin

Jody Lichtor
Karen Linder

Hallie Livingston
Patrick Porter-Lober

Greer and Mary Lockhart
Justin Long

Katherine Low
Cotty Lowry

Lowry Hill Neighborhood
Association

Ellen Goldberg Luger and
Andrew Luger

Judy Lund
John and Mary Ann Lundquist

Randi Lyders
Marcia A. Mans
Susan Maxwell

Carolyn McCormick and
Scott Robertson

Samuel and Patricia McCullough
Tom and Chris McEnery

Brandon Meshbesher
Jeanne and Paul Milbrath

Kelly Milkus
Mike Miller

Douglas Moore
Sheila Morgan

Franchelle and James Mullin
Anne and John Munholland

Mike Nagel
Margot Nesbitt
Arde Nicoloff

Jeremy Nichols and Evelyn Turner
Katherine Nielsen

Caitlin Nugent
Caroline Olstad

Paula and Richard Owen
Sue and Bill Payne

Suzanne and William Payne†
David and Grace Pederson†

Paul Pender
Larkin McPhee Perese and

Deniz Perese
Nancy and Ronald Peterson

Paisley Pettine
Amy and Anand Philip
Ed and Peggy Pluimer

Jane Powers
Barbara Pratt

Peter Price and Julie Whitney
Chad and Lucy Quaintance

Charlotte Quaintance
Thomas Regnier, Jr.

John Rettger
Paul and Mary Reyelts

William Reyelts
Ken and Deborah Rich†

Julie and Mohsen Sadeghi
Christine Sagstetter

Chas and Jeanne Scheiderer†
Eric and Nancy Schned

Molly Schned
Robert William Schwier

Sebastian Joe’s
Miriam Segall

Mary Seitz
Collin Semb

Byron and Sally Shaffer†
Stephen and Elizabeth Shaffer†

Mariana Shulstad
Michael Skjei and
Haidee Johnstone

Ella Slade
Daria Stec

Myroslaw and Maria Stec
Ivan Stegic

Jim and Jan Stephenson
Evan Stern

Sally and Keith Stinson
Lee Switzenberg and Todd Oberg

Tai Chi Group at
Thomas Lowry Park
Michelle Thomson

Mark Tierney
Tom and Susan Trondson

Jim and Kris Ulland
Marcia Urban
Mary Vaughan

Joan Von Ohlen
Arvilla Jane Warlof
Megan Waterman

James Weiss
James Westerman

Elizabeth Whitbeck and
James Nelson

Joseph and Desiree Whitney†
Craig Wilson

Cam and Emily Pryor Winton
Diane Wright

Joe Wurl
Margaret Wurtele

Mingyu Xia
Brian Zakem

"The lesson of a public-spirited life is as a tree ever bearing new fruit.”
— Thomas Lowry

† Seven Pools Century Club Member (Gift of $10,000 or more)

Thankful for the 
Save the Seven Pools

Donors!* 

* Donors as of 11/10/19

Elizabeth Whitbeck died Oct. 9 at the age of  98.  A 
63-year resident of  East Isles and a former Marine, 
Elizabeth spent her life as an activist.  She and her hus-
band Bill founded the East Isles Area Association, she 
was a board member of  the Friends of  the Minneapolis 
Public Library, and a longtime member of  the Woman’s 
Club of  Minneapolis.  Her community activism knew no 
bounds: chair of  the League of  Woman Voters, 
National Women Marines Association and she organ-
ized the first library book sales.  She was honored with 
the MN Humanities Center’s 2017 Veteran’s Voices 
Legacy Award, and in 2008 she was honored by the MN 
State Legislature for her WWII service. 

Elizabeth had a loving and inquiring mind and was 
known and loved by many in the Hill and Lake Press 
community.  Her husband Bill died in 2013, but she is 
survived by her daughter Betsey Whitbeck and her hus-
band Jim Nelson.  Her internment was held at Fort 
Snelling National Cemetery on November 1.

Photo courtesy of  Dorothy Childers. Published in 
Hill and Lake Press in 2003 with an article by Diane 
Woelm.
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Notice of Special Meeting 

East Isles Residents Association 

December 10, 2019 

7:00 PM 

Grace Trinity Community Church 

Please Join Us! 

For information please see our website: 

eastisles.org 

How Safe is SWLRT? Met Council Meets with Community to Discuss 
Does flagger failure incident mean safety is secondary concern?  

By Mary Pattock 
Of  all the issues related to Southwest Light Rail 

(SWLRT), none elicits more passion than safety: car, 
pedestrian and bike safety, the risk of  200-plus electric-
sparking LRT trains a day running adjacent to freight 
trains carrying hazmat, and emergency evacuation plans 
in the event of  a freight-LRT hazmat catastrophe.    

The risks are so significant that Rep. Frank 
Hornstein and Sen. Scott Dibble authored legislation 
requiring the City of  Minneapolis to convene, annually 
during SWLRT construction, a meeting to discuss them, 
inviting representatives from all the involved public 
agencies, contractors, railroads and neighborhood asso-
ciations. 

The first such SWLRT Safety meeting, chaired by 
Minneapolis Fire Department Chief  John Fruetel, was 
held October 30 at the Jones-Harrison Residence.  

About 40 area residents attended, along with a bevy 
of  public servants. They included Mayor Jacob Frey; 
Minneapolis Council Member Lisa Goodman; City fire, 
emergency preparedness and intergovernmental rela-
tions staff; County Board Chair Marion Greene and 
county legal and emergency staff; then-Met Council 
Chair Nora Slavik; District Six Met Council Member 
Lynnea Atlas-Ingebretson; SWLRT Project Director Jim 
Alexander; Rep. Frank Hornstein and Sen. Scott Dibble. 
Contractors Lunda/McCrossan, and TC&W Railroad 
President Mark Wegner also attended. 

Shawn Smith and Mary Pattock represented, respec-
tively, the Kenwood and Cedar-Isles-Dean neighbor-
hood organizations. 

Commitments  
Discussion focused on issues identified by the com-

munity and provided in advance to the public officials. 
Since virtually none of  the questions could be resolved 
at the meeting, Smith and Pattock obtained specific 
commitments from Alexander: 

1- Include residents in regular traffic coordination 
meetings (city, county, met council) 

2- Review the transportation study that was done as 
part of  the City-Met Council Memorandum of  
Understanding — with an eye to improving the Lake 
Street station design. This review was requested because 
even though existing lanes at Lake Street will be used for 
the BRT Blue Line and private auto drop-off  at the sta-
tion, there will be no cut-outs to allow these stoppages 
to take place off  the already congested route. 

3- Develop, with neighborhoods, neighborhood-spe-
cific evacuation planning, and emergency/disaster plan-
ning; share the plan with residents and businesses.  

4- Settle an issue between the Met Council and 
Calhoun-Isles Condominium Association: CICA wants 
a binding commitment from the council that it would be 
liable for building damage due to construction of  
SWLRT (only 18 inches away from one of  the CICA 
towers). 

5- Explore potential land-use issues that may arise as 
a result of  SWLRT construction. 

Chief  Fruetel said the community should expect a 
report back from the SWLRT Safety Meeting committee 
by December 1.  

Is safety the top priority? 
Community concerns about safety have only grown 

since last summer, when, on two occasions in June, Met 
Council flaggers (safety personnel) failed to notify con-
struction workers of  an oncoming freight train. The 
incidents did not come to light until mid-August, in a 
story in Minneapolis-Saint Paul Business Journal, even 
though questions about flagger qualifications, raised 
repeatedly throughout July and August by CIDNA 
Chair Mary Pattock, were dismissed by the Met Council.  

According to a Met Council report on the incident, 
heavy equipment left on the tracks put workers at risk 
and could have caused a collision or derailment. 
Residents opposed to locating SWLRT immediately 
adjacent to freight trains (including mile-long trains car-
rying exclusively explosive ethanol) have long warned of  
the risk of  such a catastrophic event, which, in the worst 
instance, could incinerate everything within a quarter-
mile radius of  the accident.   

On August 28, the Met Council voted, on an emer-
gency basis, to terminate the flagging contract with 
Trackworks, LLC, a Sleepy Eye-based railroad construc-
tion company, replacing it with a $500,000 contract with 
TC&W for the remainder of  2019. In addition, it con-
tracted with TC&W for flagging duties for the duration 
of  SWLRT construction for an additional $9.5 million.  

At the community meeting, Alexander was asked 
why the flagging contract was awarded to Trackworks, 
when the Met Council’s own Transportation Committee 
says “operator-provided flagging services” (in this case, 
TC&W) are the standard.  

Alexander said the safety contract was awarded else-
where because at the time the Met Council was negotia-
ting with TC&W on other matters.  

This led to challenges from the community about 
whether safety was of  primary concern to the Met 
Council. 

Here is Alexander’s complete explanation:  
“We originally had the flagging responsibility with 

Lunda-McCrossan. I’ll just be open. That was the situ-
ation TC&W and Met Council were in at the time, 
where we didn’t necessarily have an agreement. We do 
now have an agreement — we’re friends now and we’re 
shaking hands and all that and we’re working together. 
But at the time we didn’t have TC&W and their flagging.  

“We would prefer to have that happen but just due 
to circumstances in the legal area, we didn’t have flag-
ging by TC&W.  

“So the next option was to have Lunda-McCrossan 
do the flagging. Now, admittedly, looking back on it, that 
was not the preferred route and we have a couple of  
instances back in June where the flagger had let the train 
come through while there were construction workers in 
the area.  

“They weren’t actually working on the tracks but 
they were still close enough where proper protocol 
would have the flagger stop construction activity until 
that train passes and that didn’t happen.  

“It happened over a weekend and it really took us by 
surprise. And we had to sit down with our contractor, 
Lunda-McCrossan, we had to sit down with TC&W. We 
met with the FRA, the Federal Railroad Administration 
— they were dialed in on this as well and we had to 
reassess what we were doing here and we need to have 
a safe operation.  

“So, dialing it back, we said, Mark [Wegner, TC&W 
president], we need to figure out a way to get you under 
contract to do flagging because it makes sense that you 
do the flagging and you control the trains. You control 
your operation. We want a safe situation during this con-
struction. We don’t want construction workers to be 
injured nor do we want someone on the train injured.  

“So that’s how we moved to that. I think now it can 
be said that things are working very well. And it was just 
that it was a lesson learned in the situation we’re in and 
I’m not happy about it but I feel we have remedied the 
situation and we are moving on and I think we are safe 
in moving on.”  

'Tis the Gift to be Simple, 'Tis the Gift to be Free

Photo by Dorothy Childers

Dance, then, wherever you may be...................
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Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal and more

Garlock-French is always a good idea
Your house is one of your most valued investments. 

Protect it with a Garlock-French roof and you’ll get years of low maintenance
that looks great.

At Garlock-French, you’ll get skilled roofing solutions, superior  customer
service and we guarantee our workmanship.

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

GREETINGS!

I JUST STARTED YEAR 48

AND WE ARE STILL DOING GREAT,

IF YOUR CAR NEEDS SOME HELP

IT ISN’T TOO LATE!

YOU MAY THINK IT’S EXTREME

BUT I’M STILL LIVING MY DREAM;

I HAVE HELPERS IN MY STABLE

WHO ARE ALL QUITE ABLE!

SO IF YOUR CAR HAS THE SHAKES

OR IS MAKING NOISES FROM THE BRAKES,

CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

SO WE CAN CHECK YOUR VEHICLE’S EQUIPM

YOU MAY NOT BE AWARE

IF THERE IS A MALADY THERE,

BUT IT WON’T TAKE US TOO LONG

TO IMPROVE YOUR ENGINE’S SONG.

MY GOAL IS TO STICK WITH IT-

YOU WILL SEE CLEARLY IF YOU VISIT-

TO GET THE MANY PROJECTS DONE

WHILE WE ARE STILL HAVING FUN.

WE DON’T CARE IF YOUR WHEELS ARE OLD O

YOUR POLITICS RED OR BLUE,

WE AIM TO TREAT EVERYONE FAIRLY

AND SHOW OUR VALUES SINCERELY!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

MARK BRANDOW

PRESIDENT/OWNER

QUALITY COACHES INC.

AUTO REPAIR EXTRAORDENAIR

GASSED 

By James P. Lenfestey 
Start with this: I love my furnace.  Its whir and hum 

as the fall weather stiffens to frost makes my inside days 
a sweet and cozy delight. The spiderweb of  natural gas 
pipelines that feed it from Canadian and Dakota gas 
wells is a 20thcentury industrial era miracle. 

And a 21st century idiocy. 
Gas pipelines are on the mind of  Lowry Hill res-

idents these days because our natural gas utility, 
Centerpoint Energy, with its subcontractor Michels 
Pipeline, is digging up our streets and sidewalks to 
replace existing gas mains and house connections with 
new plastic versions. 

According to one of  the workers I chatted with, such 
a replacement regime is required by state law, damn 
smart of  our far-sighted forebears to make sure the 
infrastructure for transmission of  explosive natural gas 
is up to date.   IF we were living in the last century! 

But this is the century of  recognized climate change.  
This is the century that tells us it is MAD to invest one 
penny in climate-changing fuels of  the past now that we 
have evidence all around us of  fossil-fueled calamitous 
effects (viz raging fires in CA and Australia, heat waves 
all over, gdrought the same, glacier collapse, sea and lake 
levels eating shorelines even in Minnesota). As my wife 
says, it’s as if  we are erecting new telephone poles to 
support land lines when the world has gone cellular! 

Make no mistake, I have the utmost admiration for 
the hard-hatted, hard-working crews of  Michels pipeline 
putting in 12 gritty hours a day in our unseasonable 
October and November cold, then forced to rough 
patch the replacement sidewalks and curbs with asphalt 
until the better weather of  spring and summer presum-
ably arrives 

But today we should be tearing up gas infrastructure 
and installing high capacity electricity transmission lines 
to feed our new electric furnaces and water heaters and 
cars as well as our existing LED lights and computers 
and washing machines.  

The heavy irony of  this massive utility idiocy fell 
fully upon me on September 26, the day I hosted at our 
house an event for award-winning Bengali novelist 
Amitav Ghosh.  Ghosh had been a featured speaker at 
the Nobel Conference in Northfield the day before on 
the topic of  climate change.  RainTaxi Review of  Books, 
a smart new member of  state’s remarkable literary eco-
system, arranged for him to stay an extra day to speak 
about his newest novel, Gun Island, at Grace 
Community Church in the neighborhood.  I eagerly 
agreed to host a reception before the event. 

Within Ghosh’ soon-to be Nobel Prize string of  
novels is a book-length essay, The Great Derangement: 
Climate Change and The Unthinkable.  For Ghosh the 
word “unthinkable” has two meanings: that what we 
“civilized” humans are doing to destabilize our home 
planet is in fact unthinkable.  And that most of  us lit-
erally can’t think it – simply cannot see/imagine/believe 
what all science and now all our senses are telling us, that 
climate change is an existential crisis that requires chang-

ing... everything. 
Arriving at my house at the corner of  Girard And 

Lincoln on September 26th, Ghosh, the RainTaxi crew 
and guests had to thread their way past a gaggle of  
Paleozoic reptilian machinery tethered for the evening 
all around the corner –  A scampering one-armed Deere 
with its prominent claw;  the brilliant, rube-Goldberg 
underground drilling Triceratops;  one or two seemingly 
innocent (but in fact vicious) Bobcats; a brontosaurus 
dump truck – the concrete evidence of  an obsolete civ-
ilization replacing obsolete technology with obsolete 
technology!   

At the door I laughed with him at the obvious irony, 
though I should have cried.  Ghosh, a quiet, gentle man, 
just looked at me, at us, at all of  us.  What is there to say?   
Evidence of  the Great Derangement was right before 
our eyes. 

After the reception, we repaired to Grace 
Community Church where Ghosh read from his newest 
novel, Gun island.   What he wrote and said felt like a 
nightmare, and a beautiful prayer. 

Take the time this winter to read The Great 
Derangement.  Then read Gun Island, a brilliant novel 
showing how the Great Derangement plays out in real 
time. 

And in the spring let’s get out our shovels and set the 
foundations for 100 new solar gardens and wind 
machines all around the town, for there is nothing more 
beautiful.  

Photo by Dorothy Childers
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THE BEST OF LOWRY HILL

 
1716 Colfax Ave. So. 

Reminiscent of The Double Gallery Style Maison of New Orleans w/the Classic Charleston Style of South 
Carolina. Start Down a Picturesque Harlequin Limestone Walkway. Dramatic Passageway Leads to Side Entry 

Door, Open & Be Swept Away by Ornate Detail. This Home was Totally Renovated & Restored in 2008 With No 
Expense Spared. Handcrafted Millwork, Imported French Wallpaper, Antique Lighting/Door Handles/Hinges 

Thru-out, Grand Chandelier in Dining Rm w/French Doors Leading to Elegant Front Porch. Leaded Glass 
Windows/Pocket Door Separating Dining & Living Rm. 2nd Floor Master Suite w/Door Leading to Veranda 

Overlooks Front Gardens, Views of Downtown Skyline & Thomas Lowry Park. Elegant Property Price Adjusted to 
$1,895,000... FOR MORE INFO CALL JIMMY FOGEL AT 612.889.2000 AND OR TASH CASSO FOGEL 763.291.5960.  

JIMMY FOGEL  

THE HOUSE DOCTOR  

Hello Friends!

On October 22nd, members of  the Friends of  
Thomas Lowry Park board delivered an initial payment to 
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for the 
rebuilding of  Seven Pools.  We could not have gotten this 
far without all of  you!  You cannot read the number on 
the check from here, but it was a big one….$62,500! 

Our donations continue to grow with $190,000 
pledged to date and $60,000 left to goal. As our donors 
share with others about the campaign, we see this inspira-
tional, organic, ripple-effect…even to other parts of  the 
country.  Read about one of  our latest Seven Pools 
Century Club members, Dave Kasper, who was featured 
on the third page of  the October issue of  the Hill and 
Lake Press.  

We have a few current campaign initiatives we would 
like you to be aware of. Coming the end of  November, 
our board will be doing a literature drop in Lowry Hill as 
an encouragement to remember the Friends of  Thomas 
Lowry Park and Seven Pools in year-end giving.  We also 
are an active member in the Minnesota Give to the Max 
campaign coming up on Thursday, November 14th. If  
you or your employers are looking for a worthy organiza-
tion to support through this initiative, please have them 
look us up!  The last initiative we could really use your 
help with is to promote our Facebook page.  If  you could 
please “like” our page and share the post about our cam-
paign, it would help us spread the word, Friends of  
Thomas Lowry Park.  

As far as a project update, the pools have been drained 
for the season and MPRB will complete the boring pro-
cess to look at soil conditions and composition of  the 
current pool material.  Once this is complete, they can 
begin dialog with potential contractors sometime this 
early winter. 

Lastly, for those of  us with Save the Seven Pools yard 
signs, we plan to leave them out over winter.  If  yours is 
in a poor location for winter snow, please let us know and 
we can try to pick it up before the ground freezes.  We 
would like to save them and replant (no pun intended) 
next spring. 

Thank you!  
Elizabeth Shaffer 
President, Friends of  Thomas Lowry Park board 
 

Pictured left to right: Elizabeth 
Shaffer, FTLP President, MPRB 
Superintendent Al Bangoura, Paul 
Pender, FTLP Treasurer, Jeanne 
Scheiderer, FTLP Treasurer, MPRB 
Assistant Superintendent of  
Planning Michael Schroeder. 

 
Photo courtesy of  Elizabeth 

Shaffer. 
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Visit www.thekenwood.net for more information | Call (612) 374-8100 to schedule a tour!

8 2 5  S U M M I T  A V E N U E  | M I N N E A P O L I S ,  M N  5 5 4 0 3

Life-Enriching Senior Apartments 
in the Heart of Minneapolis

THE

KENWOO  D

k Senior Independent Living 
at the Kenwood combines
the three elements vital to
maintaining an active and
independent lifestyle:
freedom, choices and security.
A great location, fun social
events, delicious dining, and
inviting apartments.

At The Kenwood, you don’t have to choose between stimulating urban living or the harmony of 
a close-knit community. The Kenwood offers the best of both worlds with an incredible view.

INDEPENDENT 
LIVING

k Living at The Kenwood 
means seniors can keep their
independence while receiving
care in the privacy of their 
own apartment. Our delicious
meals and eventful activity
calendar complement our
attentive 24-hour care staff,
Social Work and Nursing
Department, and in-house
homecare therapy services. 

ASSISTED 
LIVING

k The Kenwood can be the 
place to stay during outpatient
treatments or to rest and 
recuperate before returning
home from a nursing home or
hospital stay. The Kenwood 
offers fully furnished apart-
ments to enjoy retirement 
living for a weekend, a month,
or longer. A perfect way you 
can check out what living at 
The Kenwood is all about. 

SHORT TERM
STAYS

k Our residents say our Lowry Hill Room is one of the best reasons to live at The Kenwood. 
This full-service dining room offers table service and an exceptional restaurant-style menu.

RESTAURANT DINING

THE KENWOOD RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

TCOG Board Member Gisela Corbett and Peter 
Hyman, East Isles residents, at TCOG Candlelight 
Dinner in October.

Twin Cities Opera Guild 
Since 1952, Twin Cities Opera Guild has provided 

opera education for children.  In 2018, TCOG grants 
funded 22,500 students.   

TCOG raises money from events that always 
include a program of  operatic arias performed by local 
opera musicians.  These highly-popular events include 
a social time plus lunch or dinner usually at a country 
club.  TCOG members reside all over the metropolitan 
area from Stillwater to Lake Minnetonka, Northfield, 
and beyond. And visitors and guests are always wel-
come. 

For information: twincitiesoperaguild.org

Author Doug Hoverson to discuss and sign copies 
of  his new book The Drink That Made Wisconsin 
Famous: Beer and Brewing in the Badger State at sev-
eral upcoming December events 

--1:00-3:00 PM, Sunday, December 8, 2019, Magers 
& Quinn Booksellers (3038 Hennepin Avenue, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408). 

Few places on Earth are as identified with beer as 
Wisconsin.
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East Isles Residents’ 
Association  

By Ellen van Iwaarden, EIRA President
The East Isles Residents Association (EIRA) Board 

met on Tuesday, November 12, the deadline for this 
month’s issue of  the Hill and Lake Press. Full minutes 
of  the meeting will be published in the December issue. 

Notice of  Special Meeting and Vote on 
Proposed EIRA NRP Plan Modification 

The Board would like to provide notice to the neigh-
borhood that a special meeting of  members has been 
called for December 10, 2019. Any individual sixteen 
years of  age or older who resides or maintains a domi-
cile within the boundaries of  EIRA is eligible for mem-
bership and can become an EIRA member by attending 
the meeting and signing in with their name, address, and 
email address. 

The meeting will be held at Grace Trinity 
Community Church at 7:00 p.m. The purpose of  the 
meeting is to have the neighborhood vote, as required, 
on a proposed $40,000 EIRA NRP plan modification to 
reallocate funds from other un-allocated funds in EIRA 
NRP accounts into the EIRA NRP public safety 
account. This would provide the funding necessary to 
support the purchase of  six security cameras to be 
placed in East Isles and monitored by the Minneapolis 
Police Department. The Board previously approved a 
resolution to make that purchase, subject to posting and 
a vote by EIRA members on the necessary plan modifi-
cation. 

After the vote and a short break for holiday refresh-
ments, the regular monthly meeting of  the EIRA Board 
will be held. The chief  matter under consideration at 
that meeting will be whether the East Isles Farmers 
Market will continue for the 2020 season. Please see the 
EIRA website www.eastisles.org for the agendas of  the 
special meeting and the regular Board meeting on 
December 10. 

Kenwood Neighborhood Organization 
By Amy Noble

November 2019 Neighborhood Organization 
(KNO) Meeting Minutes 

KNO Board met November 4, 2019, at the 
Kenwood Recreation Center. 

Chair Shawn Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 
PM. 

Directors present:  Chair Shawn Smith, Vice-Chair 
Jeremy Nichols, Secretary Amy Noble, Treasurer Matt 
Spies, Will Stensrud, Angie Erdrich, Evelyn Turner, Jack 
Levi, Marc Brown, Kyle Leier, and Aria Christenson.  
Also present: CM Lisa Goodman, Marc Hotley, Sam 
Murphy, and Emma Pachuta 

One item, City of  Minneapolis Audit of  our Financial 
Practices, was added to the agenda. The amended agenda 
was approved by unanimous vote. 

City of  Minneapolis Update – CM Lisa Goodman 
There is no Lunch with Lisa in December, the next 

meeting will be held in January 2020 and the discussion 
topic will be public realm spaces in the 7th ward 

Later with Lisa will be held on December 9th, 4:30 – 
6:30 PM, on the top floor of  the City Club Apartments 
building  

All water meters in the City of  Minneapolis are being 
replaced and the initial neighborhoods targeted are 
Kenwood, Lowry Hills, and East Isles; watch for a flier 
from the city with details on how to call and schedule your 
meter replacement 

Fall Street Sweeping is currently in progress; residents 
can search online by street address to determine service 
date 

Yard waste collection will end the week of  November 
18 – 22nd  

The City of  Minneapolis is currently in budget nego-
tiations; public input will be allowed at the City Council 
meetings on December 4th and 11th at 6:05 PM 

Snow emergency information has been mailed to res-
idents 

Metro Transit and SWLRT have a hotline to call for 
updates:  612-373-3933 or you may sign-up for email 
updates at www.SWLRT.org 

Lisa responded to a board member’s question regard-
ing permit parking near the 21st Street Station; once 
SWLRT is running and if  parking proves to be an issue, 
Lisa outlined the process for the neighborhood to request 
permit parking.  This would entail 75% of  residents 
within 8 contiguous blocks to support permit parking and 
then the City Council would vote on the petition.   

There was discussion about the continued closure of  
Burnham Road and future closure of  Cedar Lake Road, 
specifically how this impacts safety  

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 2021 
Comprehensive Plan (Parks for All)  – Emma Pachuta, 
Park Board 

The park board has initiated its comprehensive plan-
ning process, Parks for All, which will set priorities and 
policy direction for the next decade of  Minneapolis Parks 

The park board has been and will continue to seek 
community input through many different types of  
engagement opportunities  

It was brought to the KNO board’s attention that 
while there is an agreement that the Kenwood Corridor 
should return to parkland following the construction of  
SWLRT, the park board does not own the land.  
Therefore, this land is not in the current plan and the park 
board would have to buy it 

Community Engagement Plan, Lake of  the 
Isles/Cedar Lake  – Emma Pachuta, Park Board 

The park board is seeking community members to 
become involved in the planning process by volunteering 
to be a member of  the Community Advisor Committee 
(CAC) 

Some CAC members will be appointed by the board 
of  commissions and some CAC members will be chosen 
by a selection committee; approximately 50% of  CAC 
members will be from local communities and 50% from 
the region 

Neighborhood organizations may also appoint a rep-
resentative to attend open meetings to share input and to 
foster community engagement 

KNO is seeking volunteers to serve as the CAC for 
both the comprehensive plan and for the Lake of  the 
Isles/Cedar Lake community engagement plan; interested 
parties should email kiaa55405@gmail.com 

City of  Minneapolis Audit of  our Financial 
Practices – Shawn Smith and Matt Spies 

Shawn Smith and Matt Spies met with the city auditor 
to review best practices of  accounting and to complete 
the required neighborhood organization audit 

In response to the audit, all board members reviewed 
and signed the KNO Conflict of  Interest Policy, bylaws 
were updated, and KNO email accounts will be created 
for officers and one for invoices to assist in tracking and 
maintaining a paper trail 

Treasurer Update – Matt Spies 
There was no financial activity to report 
Bylaws Update – Shawn Smith 
Current KNO bylaws were reviewed and updates were 

recommended 
KNO replaced KIAA 
The term “members” was changed to “community 

members” 
4.13 Informal Action of  Directors was removed from 

the bylaws 
The term “simple majority” was added to 4.14a for 

clarification 
Removed references of  Kenwood as an “area” and 

referred to it as a community or neighborhood 
Addition of  signature area for all officers to sign 
A motion was made to amend the bylaws as proposed, 

the motion was seconded.  The bylaws were amended by 
unanimous vote 

The bylaws will be filed with the city and posted to the 
website 

Other Business 
Shawn Smith provided a brief  report on the SWLRT 

safety meeting that took place on 11/30/19 
The KNO fall newsletter will be mailed soon 
Shawn Smith will meet with Jean Deatrick to gather 

information and discuss the Hill and Lakes Press financial 
situation 

Shawn Smith adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM. 
Action Between Meetings 
KIAA Board Priorities 2017-2019    (standing topic 

and reminder)                           
- Address Southwest Light Rail Issues 
- Protect our Lakes/Parks/Environment 
- East Cedar Lake Beach Safety 
- Support Kenwood Rec Center, School, and 

Neighborhood Events 
- Contract consultant to assist with communication/c 
Neighborhood Events 
- Contract consultant to assist with communication/c 
Kenwood Neighborhood Organization Board 

Priorities 2017-2020 
Address Southwest Light Rail Issues 
Protect our Lakes/Parks/Environment 
East Cedar Lake Beach Safety 
Support Kenwood Rec Center, School, and 

Neighborhood Events 
Contract consultant to assist with 

communication/compliance 
KNO Board/Volunteer Leads 
SWLRT – Evelyn Turner  
East Cedar Lake Beach – Will Stensrud 
Recruiting/Diversity – Aria Christenson 
Kenwood Schools – Marc Brown 
NRP/CPP – Amanda Vallone and Jeremy Nichols 
Neighborhood Parks 2020 CAC – Larry Moran 
In need of  LOI/Environmental Protection 
Updates:  Please visit our website at kenwoodminnea-

polis.org.  If  you are interested in participating on the 
Board, please contact us via our website.   

The next Kenwood Neighborhood Organization 
(KNO) Board meeting is on December 2nd at 7PM at the 
Kenwood Recreation Center.  Monthly meetings are held 
on the first calendar Monday of  each month unless other-
wise noted.  KNO invites and encourages participation by 
every resident, including renters to each program, service, 
and event organized by KNO. Should you require an 
accommodation in order for you to fully participate, 
please let us know by contacting us at kenwoodminneapo-
lis.org 

Lowry Hill Neighborhood 
Association 

By Chas Scheiderer
Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting Minutes, November 5, 2019 
Kenwood Recreation Center 
Board Members Present: 
Jennifer Breitinger, Craig Wilson, Toni D’Eramo, Bob 

Hinck, Justin Baylor, Fran Davis, Jody Lichtor, Kathleen 
Bottini, Lee Switzenberg, Tom Huppert, Thomas 
Regnier, Chas Scheiderer 

Board Members Absent: 
Sam Ellingson, William Reyelts, Evan Stern 
Others in attendance: 
Council Woman Lisa Goodman, MPD Inspector 

Amelia Huffman, Crime Prevention Specialist Jessica 
Kawas, Mohsen Sadeghi, Julie Sadeghi, Ryan Sadeghi, 
Kristine Anderson, Craig Martin. 

Call to order at 7:00 P.M. 
Minutes approved from October 2 meeting. 
Council Woman Lisa Goodman provided a city 

update. 
All residents are invited to “Later with Lisa” 

December 9 from 4:30 to 6:60 downtown at the City 
Club Apartments. Hors d’oeuvres will be served. 

The city is replacing all water meters in a technology 
upgrade  If  you haven’t received a letter from the city 
asking you to schedule the replacement you will shortly. 

Street sweeping in our district is complete.  If  you 
have any questions or concerns contact 311. 

Please be reminded yard waste pick-up ends the week 
of  November 18. 

City budget hearings are scheduled for December 4 
and 11. 

Crime and Safety 
We welcomed the new Inspector for the fifth precinct 

Amelia Huffman. She and Crime Prevention Specialist 
Jessica Kawas explained that the biggest criminal prob-
lem in Lowry Hill is property crime. They shared with us 
some tips regarding prevention and safety.  For further 
information check the LowryHillNeighborhood.org.  To 
interactively view Minneapolis reported and mapped 
crime locations, and crime statistics you can go to: 

LHNA continued on page 10
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Cedar Isles Dean Neighborhood Association  
By Monica Smith

 
CEDAR-ISLES-DEAN NEIGHBORHOOD 

A S S O C I A T I O N  
BOARD MEETING MINUTES, November 13, 2019 

The meeting was held at Jones-Harrison 
Residence.  

Board members attending: Chair Mary Pattock, 
Secretary Rosanne Halloran, Gabriel Andrews, Clem 
Foltz, Stephen Goltry, James Reid, Claire Ruebeck, 
Amanda Vallone, Michael Wilson. 

Coordinator: Monica Smith 
Absences: Treasurer Taylor Pentelovitch, Evan 

Carlson. 
Chair Mary Pattock called the meeting to order at 6:00 

p.m. 
The board approved the minutes from the September 

2019 board meeting. A quorum was not present in 
October 2019.   

City Council Member Lisa Goodman, Ward 7  
2020 Budget hearings: Wednesday, December 4 and 

Wednesday, December 11 – meetings are at 6:05 p.m. at 
City Hall.  

Later with Lisa will be Monday, December 9, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. at City Club Apartments, 95 S 10th St.  

Minneapolis Animal Care & Control is waiving adop-
tion fees for all pets on November 22.  

The City is replacing residential water meters city-wide. 
The project will take five years to complete.  

Street sweeping continues.  
Yard waste collection ends for the season the week of  

November 18.  
The Board of  Adjustment approved a variance for 

2747 Thomas Ave.  
The Community Connections Conference will be 

Saturday, February 1. 
Centerpoint Energy is replacing natural gas mains in 

the neighborhood. The work will conclude in early 
December.  

2020 Census, David Rubedor, Director of  
Neighborhood and Community Relations (NCR) 

The City is seeking help to make sure that everyone is 
counted in the 2020 Census to protect federal funding and 
congressional seats.  

The Census Bureau is projecting that Minneapolis is at 
risk of  being undercounted by 95,000 people which 
equates to losing over $2 billions in federal funds in a 10 
year period.  

Census questionnaires will be available in mid-March. 
Census day is April 1, 2020. This is the first time the cen-
sus will be available online.  

Information at 2020Census.gov.  
2020 Elections, Casey Carl, Minneapolis City 

Clerk 
Minnesota will hold a Presidential Primary on 

March 3, 2020.  
You will be able to vote beginning January 17 by mail 

or at the Early Vote Center or in person at your polling 
place on March 3.  

When you vote in the primary, you must choose which 
major party’s ballot you want. Which party you choose will 
not be public information, but it will be available to each 
major party.  

The MN state primary is August 11 and general 
election day is November 3.  

Mr. Carl responded to a question about changes to the 
election cycle for Minneapolis City Council due to a state 
law relating to census-driven redistricting of  council 
wards.   

Chair’s Report, Mary Pattock 
Monica Smith reported that in October, the CIDNA 

Board electronically approved a motion to transition the 
financial records from Excel to Quickbooks Online (yearly 
subscription is $50) and to hire Robert Thompson as a 
consultant to set up Quickbooks Online and provide 2-3 
hours per month of  financial services at $60/hour.  

Rosanne Halloran reported on the status of  the 
coordinator search process. The board approved the 

following motion: The CIDNA Board authorizes the 
Coordinator Search Committee to complete the search 
process for a new Coordinator, establish the hourly pay 
rate somewhere between $25-$40 as advertised in the job 
description and depending on experience and qualifica-
tions, and to hire the candidate.  

Recap of  Southwest LRT Safety Meeting held on 
October 30:  

The meeting was well attended by City, County and 
Met Council representatives and residents and was facili-
tated by Fire Chief  Fruetel.  

The neighborhoods asked for the following commit-
ments: 

Include residents in traffic coordination meetings 
between City, County and Met Council. 

Review the transportation study for the Memorandum 
of  Understanding regarding the Lake St Station.  

Develop neighborhood specific evacuation plans.  
A planning group of  residents from CIDNA and 

Kenwood will work on next steps with Representative 
Hornstein.  

CIDNA to page 10
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LHNA continued from page 8
http://www.ci.minneapolis,mn.us/police. 

We are in need of  block leaders in Lowry Hill. Being 
a block leader is a great way to get to know your neigh-
bors and be involved in the neighborhood.  Block leaders 
are needed in Lowry Hill.  A list of  the bocks needing a 
leader follow: 

17xx block of  Logan, 17xx block of  James, 17xx 
block of  Humboldt, 19xx block of  Girard and the 
16xx/17xx combined blocks of  Dupont. For more infor-
mation contact our Crime Prevention Specialist, Jessica 
Kawas, at jessica.Kawas@minneapolismn.gov.  Also see 
the Lowry Hill neighborhood association website for 
more informations.  

Treasurer’s Report 
Bills are current, we have an adequate balance to con-

duct business.  Current balance in the checking account is 
about $27,000 which compares favorably to previous 
years. 

Toni D’Eramo made a motion to provide funding to 
Hill and Lake Press as we have done previously. Hill and 
Lake Press is not for profit and depends on contributions 
of  the residents it serves.  We feel it serves a crucial role 
in our community. 

Motion: Contribute $1500 to Hill and Lake Press. 
Motion Passed unanimously. 
Zoning and Planning 
We had residents attending to present two requests.  

Before we started discussion President Jennifer Breitinger 
clarified our responsibility.  People seeking variance 
requests inform the LHNA board regarding variance 
requests.  LHNA does not have regulatory authority but 
expresses opinions to the Planning Commission for their 
review. 

Mohsen Sedeghi presented plans for their home at 35 
Groveland.  Assisting in the presentation were his wife 
Julie and son Ryan along with representatives of  the 
architectural firm they are using.  They plan to demolish 
the home they have lived in for 37 years and build a five-
unit condominium on the property.  The existing property 
requires major repairs, the highly sloped driveway is 
unpractical. Real Estate brokers value the property only at 
the value of  the land.  The zoning is R2. The architectural 
rendering is attractive and fits in the context of  the area 
quite well. 

Craig Wilson made a motion: Motion to not oppose 
the demolition permit and design proposal for 35 
Groveland Terrace. This motion is made in consideration 
of  the owner’s plans to occupy a unit, the hardship of  the 
driveway, lack of  parking and the context sensitive design 
paying tribute to that part of  the neighborhood. 

Motion Passed unanimously.  
Craig Martin represented a landscaping variance for 

1314 Mt. Curve. The property is in a steep slope overlay 
district for Spring Lake.  Any landscaping repair needs a 
variance. The property is at least a block away from Spring 
Lake.  The existing landscaping is in poor condition and 
repair is needed, 

Craig Wilson made a motion: LHNA will not oppose 
the variance request for landscaping renovation at 1314 
Mt. Curve. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
Also, related to zoning, we discussed the air quality in 

the area. The highways and the local asphalt plant contrib-
ute to poor air quality in the area. Air quality may need to 
be taken into consideration in future zoning decisions. 

Neighborhood Priorities 
We discussed the successful Hennepin Lyndale cross-

roads project. For details one can refer to the minutes 
from last month’s LHNA board meeting. 

Craig provided an update regarding the parks plan for 
2040.  

Friends of  Thomas Lowry Park have made the first 
payment to the city of  $62,500 for Seven pools planning 
and design. Fund raising is progressing. 

Historical Nothing to report. 
Events   
Justin will work with East Isles to develop plans for 

the skating party. 
Communications Nothing to Report 
Meeting adjourned at 9 PM. 

CIDNA continued from page nine
CIDNA and Kenwood will work with the involved 

agencies and public officials to obtain a progress report 
for the neighborhoods by December 1.  

Coordinator’s Report, Monica Smith  
A proposal for an NRP Phase II Plan Modification 

was introduced at the September board meeting requiring 
a 21-day notice before a board vote. The board approved 
a motion to approve the Plan Modification to move 
$7,394.93 from unspent categories to the Coordinator 
and administration line item.  

CIDNA currently has a loan of  $130,000 to Propel 
Nonprofits to support affordable housing in Minneapolis. 
The contract is due to expire 12/31/19. The board is con-
sidering extending the contract one additional year assum-
ing that the City provides funding to neighborhood 
organizations in 2020 (pending approval of  the 2020 City 
budget on December 11). The decision to extend the loan 
needs to be made by December 1. The CIDNA Board 
will take an electronic vote to extend the loan once the 
contract termination clause is reviewed.  

The board voted to extend the term for Southwest 
LRT Neighborhood Priority Plan contract.  

Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) had 
been selected as the consultant to help finalize the 
Neighborhoods 2020 program. Neighborhood represen-
tatives are invited to three meetings “to help co-create” 
Neighborhoods 2020: November 21, December 12 and 
January 9. Meeting times for all will be 6:00-8:00 p.m.; the 
locations will be announced. CIDNA will send two repre-
sentatives plus the Coordinator to these meetings.  

Neighborhood organization are invited to facilitate a 
break-out session or table at the Community Connections 
Conference.  

NCR will be conducting a routine internal financial 
and programmatic review with CIDNA. 

Land Use and Zoning Committee 
No report.  

Neighborhood Safety Committee, Steve Goltry 
The City repaired a leaky fire hydrant that was flood-

ing the detoured sidewalk around the 3100 W Lake St 
development.  

Social Committee 
Elaine May provided the final accounting of  Fall 

Festival expenses. A planning committee will be formed 
next year.  

CIDNA earned $2,000 from the Wine Tasting Fund 
Raiser. Next year’s event is being planned for October 8. 
CIDNA will need to decide if  it wants to participate in the 
event by having a representative on the planning commit-
tee, selling tickets and providing volunteers at the event.  

Amanda Vallone reported that Art Mart, featuring 15 
artists, is Saturday, November 23, 2:00-5:00 p.m. at Jones-
Harrison. 

Thrill Kenwood was a success. Prior to the event, the 
CIDNA Board electronically approved a donation of  
$250.  

Environmental Preservation Committee, Claire 
Ruebeck 

The committee meets on the 3rd Tuesday of  the 
month, 3:30 p.m. at Rustica. All are welcome.  

The Southwest Service Area Master Plan Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC) process has closed. The 
master plan is being drafted and will be published for a 
45-day comment period. For more information and to 
sign up for email updates, go to minneapolisparks.org/sw.  

The committee will focus on a tree initiative with the 
massive loss of  trees due to SWLRT and reduced canopy 
city-wide. The committee is working on making a case to 
use NRP funds to plant trees on private property as miti-
gation for SWLRT. 

The Cedar Lake – Lake of  the Isles Master Plan pro-
cess is beginning. The committee submitted comments 
for the Community Engagement Plan. The application 

CIDNA concluded on page 11
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Bruce Birkeland
612-925-8405

bbirkeland@cbburnet.com
bbirkelandgroup.com

Coldwell Banker Burnet

Bruce Birkeland doesn’t sell homes, he shares homes. The local 

lifestyle, the neighborhood history, the architectural  details, 

the impeccable construction, the feel of rare, exotic hardwoods 

beneath your stocking feet. Every listing has a unique story 

and Bruce would love to walk you through it. 

Walking through a luxury home with Bruce 
 is definitely a one-of-a-kind experience.

34 Park Lane, 
MPLS  $3.995M

6429 Indian Hills Rd,  
Edina  $2.150M

1122 Mount Curve Ave,
MPLS  $2.15M

greg@chileen.com

612-850-0325

Interior & Exterior Painting • Insurance Claims
Wood Finishing • Exterior Wood Restoration
Water Damage Repair • Patching • Enameling

30 years
experience

Insured  |  References

Free Estimates

DUE TO LOAD MANAGEMENT, TOM H. COOK’S COLUMN SAND UPON THE WATERS 
WILL NOT APPEAR THIS MONTH.

period to serve on the CAC will be late November 
through the end of  January. CIDNA has been assured a 
seat on the CAC Selection Committee. For more informa-
tion and to sign up for email updates, go to minneapolis-
parks.org/cedar-isles. 

Transportation Committee No report.  
Old Business 
The CIDNA Board approved a motion to donate 

$250 of  unrestricted funds to the Seven Pools project in 
Lowry Hill.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
Next meeting 

Wednesday, December 11, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Jones-
Harrison Residence.  

Notes to CIDNA residents: Contact info@cidna.org  
To sign up for our monthly e-newsletter  
If  you are interested in serving on one of  our new 

committees, 
If  you are interested in being a board member (there 

are four open seats).  
The CIDNA board has provisionally approved these 

minutes, and will give them final approval at the next 
board meeting.  

CIDNA concluded

Where we are now! by Jean Deatrick

Readers know that I reported that we were not doing 
well financially.  Hill and Lake Press focuses on events and 
issues in our four neighborhoods: Cedar Isles Dean, East 
Isles, Kenwood, and Lowry Hill and I believe that is what 
we should continue to do. Traffic, light rail, development, 
and Thomas Lowry Park are some of  the ongoing issues 
that residents need to know about. 

Many people responded to my plea for contributions.  
Along with the contributions, I received touching notes of  
support. If  you want Hill and Lake Press to continue, 
please consider supporting our newspaper.  We need to 
find a stable base.  We just need to be able to pay our bills. 
Thank you kind friends.  The following people generously 
sent checks in October and November.  We are grateful. 
We live in a wonderful neighborhood. 

Cheryl B. and Harvey J. Simer,  
Robbie and Gail Blake,  
Monica Murphy,  
Philip K. and Beverly J. Jacobson,  
Elizabeth and Jonathan Beck,  
Edward and Peggy Pluimer,  
Russ and Mary Horsch, 
Patricia M. Shirley, donation for Liz Whitbeck and also      

     for HLP,  
Sally Anson,  
Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association,  
Fran and Barb Davis,  
Chas and Jeanne Scheiderer,  
John and Christine Kitchener,  
Miriam Segall. 

THANK YOU!

Thriller event photo by Dorothy Childers

Halloween Neighborhood Block Party 

Amanda Vallone and costumed children performing 
the Michael Jackson Thriller dance at the annual 
Halloween Party at Kenwood Recreation Center.   Every 
year there is a Global Simultaneous Thriller Dance per-
formed around the world.  This is the 11th Anniversary 
of  this event, sponsored by the LHNA, KIAA, and 
CIDNA neighborhoods and local businesses. 
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612.925.8408 | 612.554.0994

franandbarbdavis.com

GIVING

OUR THANKS 

TO YOU

As we gather around the 

table this holiday season,  

we appreciate your support 

of our business. Let us help 

you 昀nd the perfect place to 
create your family’s memo-

ries. We have and continue 

to promote the best of the 

Twin Cities neighborhoods 

for more than 33 years.

WISHING OUR 
NEIGHBORS 

A HAPPY 
THANKSGIV ING

JEN KYLLONEN  

612.839.1871 

www.jenkyllonen.com

home

J NEN KYLLONE

Fall comes to Thomas Lowry Park and the Fremont Triangle. The urn installations were paid for by Friends of  Thomas 
Lowry Park and designed by Tangletown Gardens. Photos by Craig Wilson
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